      RUFFORD PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 21st June 2021 held at Holmeswood Village Hall.
Present: Cllrs., Cummings, Gordon (Chairman), Pickavance, Pryke, Taylor

Clerk, Kevin EW Newsham 
There were no members of the public.
1000/21    To receive apologies

       LCC Cllr. Eddie Pope
1001/21    To consider and approve the minutes of the Meeting held on Monday 24th May 2021
It was resolved that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 24th May 2021 should be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

1002/21        To receive Declaration of Interest
NONE.

1003/21        To consider voting in of the Parish Council committee (see enclosed election of councillors 2021)

It was resolved the council voted in the Parish Council committee for twelve months.
1004/21 To adjourn the meeting for a period of public discussion.
NONE
1005/21    To consider planning applications as below:

2021/0708/LDC Moss End Farm, Holmeswood Road, Rufford

Certificate of lawfulness—use of land as garden.

It was resolved that the council support this application.

2021/0720/LBC  16, The Courtyard,Rufford New Hall, Rufford Park Lane, Rufford

Remove part of existing concrete block partition wall and insert structural steel support beam.

It was resolved that the council support this application.

2021/0627/FUL  259, Liverpool Road, Rufford

Demolition of existing conservatory and porch. Erection of single storey rear and side extension. 
It was resolved that the council support this application.

2021/0649/FUL  Mere Farm, Holmeswood Road, Rufford

Single storey extension forming a garden room and open frame timber porches.

It was resolved that the council support this application.

2021/0662/FUL  Rufford Veterinary Group, 9, Holly Lane, Rufford

Removal of tree and hedge to form 2 car parking spaces with dropped kerb.

It was resolved that the council support this application.

Ongoing planning appeals.
NONE

Ongoing planning

NONE

Planning decision granted
NONE
Planning decisions refused.

NONE
Prior approval planning

NONE

Ongoing planning

NONE

1006/21   To authorise payments of the following accounts:
022532    St Mary’s Church grounds yearly donation


£400.00

022533    CJ Pennington grass cutting




£540.00

022534    WLBC Trade waste village halls




£304.10

022535     K Newsham Clerk’s salary, expenses and admin


£593.08

022536     P Brookfield  park gates and emptying bins


£90.00

It was resolved that the above mentioned payments should be approved.
Income 

WLBC  1st payment concurrent grant 




£841.00
Rufford & Holmeswood FC towards pitch maintenance                                    £100.00

1007/21  Flood Risk

NONE
1008/21  Highways 
Discussed speeding and traffic concerns on New Road/Holmeswood Road/Church Road/A59 and HGVs
Cllr Gordon stated that LCC Cllr. Eddie Pope meet with Charlie Edwards LCC Highways (cabinet member) to have a look at the section of Holmeswood Road (B5246)  which the parish council wish to implement a 40mph speed limit.

Cllr Pryke has also sent numerous emails to LCC Highways, Matt Campbell,  Crime Commissioner, Road Safety partnership with regards to speeding issues on New Road, Holmeswood Road (B5246) and HGVs along these stretches. There have also been numerous complaints around these issues from the public.

It was resolved by the Council to physically invite the MP Katherine Fletcher to a meeting to discuss these issues.
These road issues are of great concern to the parish council and will be placed as ongoing at each parish council meeting and to update the parish council accordingly.

1009/21  Public footpaths   

Footpath No 9 was discussed.

The hedges need cutting which overhang the footpath. One side of the hedge has been cut. Jones Homes/Tauris need to cut theirs and Cllr Pickavance promised to cut the final third of the hedge.

There are also public concerns over FP18 being diverted through Fiddlers’ fields.

It was resolved by the council for Cllr Pryke to obtain further information as parish council footpath representative and Clerk to contact Linda Anderson LCC footpath officer.

1010/21  Village Halls

              Rufford
NONE.

Holmeswood

The tennis courts were discussed and the clerk has spoken to a local resident Colin Pearson (handyman) to clean the moss off the two tennis courts and spruce them both up; the general public are now using both courts.
It was resolved by the council to try and obtain more funding for the courts. Clerk to obtain more costings for a new fence around the courts etc.
1011/21  Recreation Grounds 

Local resident Angela Bruce is requesting permission to site a little free library on the recreation ground and Highsands  play area.

It was resolved by the council to obtain further details and Cllr. Gordon would contact WLBC with regards to relevant officer for advice and inform the council.
1012/21  Reports from meetings on outside bodies by Clerk and councillors
Cllr. Gordon has information on the Government’s Boundary Commission Survey which would  affect  Rufford and Holmeswood.

It was resolved by the council for Cllr Gordon to keep the council informed of the survey.
1013/21  Village Society/Friends of Rufford Station

NONE
1014/21To note and approve the clerk’s report.. 
Clerk informed the council a contractor called Phil Trees has bought a small woodland near Park Farm in a conservation area has applied to WLBC to thin out various trees (221 notice) over months and years for training purposes.

Dave Thornber,  Arb. officer WLBC has no objection to this work but if work by the contractor is outstanding after two years, WLBC are to be notified.

It was resolved by the council for the clerk to obtain further information from Dave Thornber Arb. Officer WLBC and monitor the situation.

The Clerk read out a thankyou letter from St Mary’s Church, Rufford, thanking the parish council for their annual donation towards churchyard maintenance.

The council noted the information
1015/21   To note police information
NONE
1016/21       To note the date of the next Parish Council is scheduled for 19th July  2021.
It is noted that the date of the next Parish Council is scheduled for 19th July  2021.

Chairman closed the meeting  at  8.50 pm
_______________________
Chairman’s signature and date
COVID19 restrictions applied

